CHAPTER FOUR
THE TRAGEDY OF GREATNESS

IOND BOSSON was still a centre for a number of
people.   Between autumn and late spring Pader-
^ewski was away on tour.   Since he had once more
taken up his career as a pianist, he had fulfilled a number of
engagements in the United States, South Africa, South
America, Australia and in most of the countries of Europe.
Even when he was away the house was kept open and the
great household went on with all its lavish expenditure.
When Paderewski was at home many people would be
invited to stay at Riond Bosson, and at times the household
would be as crowded almost as an hotel.   Besides Marcel,
who during the summer months was rather a major-
domo   than   a   valet,   there   would   be   Paderewski's
personal valet, an Austrian ; there were Marcel's wife and
daughter;   there were a butler and two parlour-maids,
three house-maids, a chef, two cooks and two girls in the
kitchen, an Italian chauffeur, two laundrywomen, a number
of gardeners.   Before Mme Helena's illness there had also
been a German chicken breeder.   As Mme Helena's sister
with her son and the son's governess also stayed at Riond
Bosson, hardly ever fewer than ten people would sit down
to a meal.   On Sundays the house would be thrown open
to any native of Poland who happened to be in or near
Merges and who cared to see the home of his most distin-
guished compatriot.   Paderewski might invite old friends
from Poland and from other countries, his pupils, often
with their wives and children, relatives of the various
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